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modem times. But owing to unstable economic
conditions, this franchise has been much abused
and prostituted by controllers of the economic
destinies of masses, by industrialists and financiers.
Pocket boroughs and rotten boroughs are not
matters of history, they are existing in our own
times. Capitalists and financiers have deliberately
kept all those who depend upJn them for roate-^
rial existence in ignorance of civic matters.
Propertied classes have always been afraid of
literacy and instruction   among masses. All
vested interests have regarded mass instruction
ag a danger to their very existence. Not only that
this franchise has enabled political adventurers
seeking power to exploit the ignorance of the
people for the realisation of their own ends.
And so political franchise intended to give liberty
of civic action to people has resulted: in theit
enslavement in political matters, being forced
to support civic activities whether out of igno"
ranee or material necessity. And so Political
franchise has failed to develop social responsibi-
lity among citizens. Consequent upon  this
mockery of civic liberty, there has grown a
bitter reaction against democracy which is